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How to Write Research Papers
The first step to successful research is to choose a topic that matters to the author. While some lecturers will dictate the topics to research on, most of them will give students the liberty to choose whatever they want to write about. The researcher is advised to choose a topic that he/she relates to for very simple reasons. The first reason is that the researcher will spend weeks, if not months talking about the topic. So this should be a topic that interests the researcher. The second reason to choose an interesting topic is that the researcher will have to be an expert in it. If we have passion for something, we devote great energy to it. The last reason to choose a topic that interests the researcher is that he/ she will love writing about it. Researching about the topic becomes easy as they are aware of keywords to use while searching on the internet. Researchers should pick topics they have heard about in connection to their major field of study (Bell & Waters, 2018).
The next step is for the researcher to make the research as thorough and as current as they possibly can. Read as many sources as possible, to have as much information as possible about the subject matter. Researchers should become very well conversant with both online and physical sources. There is no shortcut in making research thorough and rich with facts. There is indeed much credible information from the print forms than the websites. This does not mean that print sources don't have crap, but it is easy for the researcher to get dependable facts about the project. One of the useful tips to help at this stage is for the researcher to interview any individual(s) who are experts in this field. The next tip is to go through the most recent scholarly articles about the topic. Lastly, the researcher should go through and get information from a major national newspaper. 
Research is all about arguments. Researchers are advised to have very strong claims or thesis which gives those reading it to agree with the article. The argument depends on the type of question the researcher wants to answer. The first form of argument in research is asking the interpretive question. Another form of questions can be very casual questions. It is however to convince readers by answering casual questions (Jeyaraj, 2018). The researcher might also want to respond to evaluation questions. For example, "How do female soldiers cope in the Military?". The final form of questions is the policy question. For example, "What should Africans high schools do to protect their students against violence in schools?" 
Researchers are however advised to avoid a few things that can make their research go wrong. The first obvious mistake is the failure to do sufficient research. Insufficient research is outdated research. Student writers should also desist from using conclusions used by the sources as they are. Research can also be insufficient when the researcher goes for the obvious and sources that are easily available. Many students' writers rush to the internet for research and would hardly visit libraries for research which can be very misleading. Most credible sources are most likely found in print sources than the internet. Government documents also provide the most credible information that private writers most of whom are just into promotional advertising.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Researchers should avoid imitating the already available structure. Some topics, mostly historical, follow a certain narrative structure. Researching about them can be so difficult because the researcher will be tempted to follow the same structure. A case in point is writing about the assassination of President John F. Kennedy. As a researcher, one might be tempted to follow a certain narration (Solin & Hynninen, 2018). They might even want to tell what legislation was passed at what time during the leadership of President Kennedy, and also who said what. This is simply because all this is already documented and looks very relevant. The last mistake to avoid is to dump data. Some researchers get some information from so many sources and dump it into the research without filtering it out. The best research in the world can be ruined by poor writing, but also selecting a bad topic, lack of extensive research, and failure to argue it out well will ruin the research. This is regardless of how a good writer is.
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